ASUC BY-LAWS
Title II

Endorsements and Sponsorship By-Laws
ARTICLE I - DEFINITIONS

1.1
Student Groups
For the purposes of clarity, the following definitions shall be used:

1.
Activity Groups cover a wide range of interests, for example: college majors, sports, the environment, career goals, dance and music.  Activity groups contain groups whose main focus is either academic/educational, recreational, or social.

2.
SISG (Student Initiated Service Groups) are those groups whose main purpose is to provide humanitarian, medical, legal, financial, or moral support or assistance for both the on- and off-campus community.

3.
Publications are those ASUC funded groups, who through printed media, provide students with educational, social, recreational, artistic, ethnic, cultural, religious, ideological, or political documents, tracts, pamphlets, newspapers, leaflets, magazines, journals or books.

1.2
Student Groups and Mandatory Fees

For purposes of determining refunds of mandatory student fees (as per Article III of this Title), the following definitions shall be used:

1.
A Student Group (or and activity of any such organization funded by a separate allocation) is considered to be educational, recreational, or social in nature if any one or more of the following characteristics predominates:

a.
it supplements or enhances academic preparation and development;

b.
it promotes or recognizes academic performance and excellence;

c.
it promotes an awareness and understanding of the ideas, customs, arts, languages, and social contributions of cultures or cultures;

d.
it promotes, sponsors, or provides community service;

e.
it promotes discussion, debate, or awareness of public issues from a variety of perspectives or viewpoints;

f.
it promotes participation in voter registration and similar nonpartisan civic activities;

g.
it develops personal, professional, or career-related skills; or

h.
it is recreational or social in nature.

2.
A Student Group (or and activity of any such organization funded by a separate allocation) is considered to be political, ideological, or religious in nature if any one or more of the following characteristics predominates:

a.
it supports or sponsors ballot initiatives, candidates seeking election, or other political purposes;

b.
it supports or sponsors lobbying;

c.
is supports or sponsors religious rites or services;

d.
it co-sponsors activities in connection with one or more off-campus organizations whose principal purposes are political, religious, or ideological as here defined, and the registered campus organization either provides substantial financial support to, or receives such support from, the off-campus organization.

e.
it is principally dedicated to effecting political, religious, or ideological purposes presented from a single perspective, as distinguished form educational from purposes such as promoting discussion or debate from a different perspective.

ARTICLE II - ENDORSEMENTS

2.1
ASUC Elections
The ASUC Senate, Student Groups, or any other organization affiliated with the ASUC shall not:

1.
Endorse, fund, or otherwise take action positively or negatively on partisan activities related to ASUC elections;

2.
Endorse, fund, or otherwise take action positively or negatively on campaigns for propositions in ASUC elections.

2.2
Individual Officers
Individual officers of the ASUC may express their individual views on any issue.  In expressing such views, they may identify themselves as officers of the ASUC, provided they make it clear that they are not speaking for the University, the ASUC, or the student body as a whole; unless the statement is consistent with official ASUC policy.

ARTICLE III - SPONSORSHIP OF STUDENT GROUPS

In determining sponsorship and funding of student groups, the ASUC will make decisions based on a content-neutral basis, and that no such organization is discriminated against based on its political, religious, or ideological views.

3.1
Logistics of Sponsorship
To be eligible for ASUC sponsorship,  a group must:

1.
Register with the University (through the Office of Student Activities and Services [SAS] or its successor office or agency), and submit a constitution and attend an orientation at SAS; and

2.
Submit a current Constitution authorized by the University to the Senate and the Office of Student Affairs (OSA) or its successor office or agency; and

3.
Submit a statement and description of mission(s), purpose(s), and goal(s) to the Senate in the format used by OSA’s funding application or in similar form.

3.2
Granting Sponsorship
1.
Sponsorship shall be granted to those groups wishing to use the name of the ASUC, obtain funding, or acquire sponsorship for other legitimate reasons (as determined by the Senate).

2.
A group may be sponsored by the ASUC by a vote of the Senate.

3.
Sponsorship of an Student Group does not imply that the ASUC agrees with the ideas or actions of the particular group, unless otherwise specified by the Senate.

3.3
Benefits of Sponsorship
Any sponsored group may:

1.
Use the name of the ASUC (in a manner consistent with these and other By-Laws and policies);

2.
Apply for funding from the Senate Contingency Fund;

3.
Apply for office space in Eshleman as outlined in other By-Laws.

4.
Apply for a fee-waiver for the usage of MLK Student Union rooms (including  Pauley Ballroom)

3.4
Requirements of Sponsorship

1.
All ASUC sponsored groups must announce that they are an ASUC sponsored group at functions and events which are at least partially funded by the ASUC in  the following manner:

a.
Groups must display the words “Sponsored by the ASUC” or “ASUC” on all flyers or advertising for events.

b.
Groups must indicate the degree of wheelchair accessibility at events described by flyer or advertising.

c.
Groups must provide an internet link on the group’s homepage back to the official ASUC website at www.asuc.org if the group possesses a homepage. 

d.
Groups must display their organizations name and/or contact information (ie. Email addresses, phone numbers, office numbers, etc.) on all flyers and advertisements.

3.5
Revoking Sponsorship
Any student group sponsored by the ASUC may have its sponsorship revoked by a vote of the entire Senate or by failure to apply in time each year for the spring budget process, as determined by the Finance Committee.

1.
The Senate may revoke sponsorship of a student group only if it determines that the group did one or more of the following: violated University or campus regulations, discriminated in its method of recruitment and acceptance for membership as per Article VI Section 7 of the ASUC Constitution.

2.
If the Senate revokes the sponsorship of a student group, that group or activity will no longer have access to any office space or funding from mandatory fees it may have had at the time it’s sponsorship is revoked.  It’s funding may be re-apportioned for another purpose with a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire Senate, and it’s office may be re-allocated by the Executive Vice President, as outlined in other By-Laws.

3.6
Criteria for Sponsorship 
A Student Group meets criteria for funding with mandatory fees if its primary mission accomplishes any of the following:

1.
Supplements or enhances academic preparation or development;

2.
Promotes or recognizes academic performance;

3.
Promotes an awareness and understanding of the ideas, customs, arts, languages, and social contributions of specific cultures;

4.
Promotes or sponsors community service;

5.
Promotes discussion or debate of public issues from a variety of perspectives or viewpoints;

6.
Develops personal, professional or career-related skills; or

7.
Provides recreational or social activities for students.

8.
Allows students the freedom to choose and develop their own individual religious, ideological, and political beliefs

9.
Provides an opportunity for students to express their opinions, beliefs, and ideologies through the print medium.

10.
Provides a forum for the expression of self, as a connection to a broader society, for the transference of knowledge gained, and as a conduit for new knowledge.

11.
 Actions of the group do not jeopardize ASUC’s non-profit status. 
3.7 
The ASUC Citation

Each year the Committee on University and External Affairs shall nominate one student group that exemplifies activism, commitment, and social responsibility on the Berkeley campus. 

ARTICLE IV - APPLICATION OF SPONSORSHIP CRITERIA

4.1
Initial ASUC Finance Committee Review
1.
The initial review and funding determination shall be made within three (3) weeks of receipt of all funding applications by the ASUC Office of Student Affairs (OSA).  OSA staff shall provide all necessary factual information together with recommendations as to whether the student groups are eligible or ineligible for funding with mandatory fees.  The Finance Committee shall conduct such investigations and hearings as it deems necessary to make a final decision as to funding eligibility.

2.
The Finance Committee shall be charged with the review of all funding applications to determine whether the individual group is eligible for funding.  In making its determination the Finance Committee shall consider the group’s mission statement, character, or constitution; the purpose of the proposed or anticipated funded activities; and the purpose of funded activities carried on by the group in the past regardless of the source(s) of funding.

4.2
Freezing of Funding and Revocation of Sponsorship for Prohibited Activities Throughout the Year

1.
During the course of the academic year, any student group found in violation of the criteria adopted for funding student groups shall have its funding frozen and its ASUC sponsorship revoked.

2.
Upon receipt of a written objection by at least one student attending the University who pays mandatory student fees, the ASUC Finance Committee shall consider the objection, elicit a response from the accused student group, and make a decision, all within 14 days of receipt of the written objection.

3.
Whichever aggrieved party is dissatisfied with the Finance Committee’s decision may file an appeal by way of written petition with the ASUC Judicial Council, which shall conduct a de novo review of the matter in accordance with it’s own rules.  The decision of the Judicial Council shall be final.

ARTICLE V - STUDENT OBJECTIONS

5.1
In the fall semester the ASUC shall advertise the following:

1.  
A list of ASUC funded groups and the amounts they received from mandatory fees.

2.
Instructions and information on how a student may object to the funding of a particular group.

5.2
Any student attending UC Berkeley who pays mandatory fees may object to the funding  of one or more student groups by filing a written objection with the ASUC Office of Student Affairs within 15 days of publication of funded groups.

5.3
A student is entitled to a pro rata refund of their mandatory student fees if they object to a student group (or an activity of any such organization funded by a separate allocation) that is predominantly political, religious, or ideological in nature.  A student is not entitled to a pro rata refund of their mandatory fees if the subject group is predominantly educational, recreational, or social in nature.

5.4
Upon receipt of any such notice of objection, the ASUC Finance Committee shall do the following:

1.
Determine whether the group in question is religious, ideological, or political in nature using the definitions in Article I.

2.
If the group is found to be predominantly religious, ideological, or political in nature, the committee will then determine the pro rata amount due to the objecting student and deduct them  from the budget of the subject group in question.

3. 
If the group is not found to be predominantly religious, ideological, or political in nature, it is not subject to deduction from their budget.

4.
Any student who objects to the decision of the Finance Committee may file an appeal to be heard by a committee appointed by the University and the ASUC pursuant to University guidelines for the expenditure and use of mandatory student fees.
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