ASUC BY-LAWS           

Title XIX

ASUC OBSERVER PROGRAM

ARTICLE I - NAME AND PURPOSE

1.1
The ASUC Observers shall serve as impartial observers of contentious campus events, dem​onstrations and protests to faithfully and unbiasedly observe the actions of all participants, provide unbiased reports of such events to ASUC officials, and act as a calming presence at these events. Though comprised solely of students, the ASUC Observer program and its participants shall place unbiased observing above any other goal or motive and shall observe all individuals, whether students, police officers, or others, without regard for any individ​ual's status, position or role within the event, University of California, City of Berkeley or other entity.

ARTICLE II -- APPOINTMENT OF OBSERVERS

2.1
The Executive Vice President shall appoint a committee consisting of five (5) ASUC Senators who shall initially select and forward five (5) to seven (7) ASUC Observer nominations to the full Senate for approval by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate. After the initial seven (7) vacancies are filled, the committee will forward nomi​nations as vacancies emerge or as necessary.  One (1) nomination will be forwarded by the committee for every vacancy created.

2.2
The ASUC Observers, upon confirmation, shall serve a term of two years. 

2.3 
The ASUC Observers shall be removed from office for failing to do his/her duties by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate.

2.4 
The ASUC Observers shall not be monetarily compensated for performing their duties as Observers.

ARTICLE III -- OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT

3.1 
The Observers shall elect, from amongst themselves, a manager, to be confirmed by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate, who shall be in charge of administering the program. The manager shall contact and deploy the Observers as well as serve as the field coordi​nator for all events. The manager shall select an assistant manager to act as field coordi​nator in her/his absence. The assistant manager need not be confirmed by the Senate, however the name of a new assistant manager must be read into the minutes within two regular meetings of the Senate.

3.2 
The Executive Vice President shall be responsible for arranging appropriate training for all Observers.  The training must be conducted by a qualified party. The Office of Stu​dent Life, UCPD, and the Office of the Student Advocate shall be invited to observe the training. Completion of all Observer training shall be required before an Observer may be called on to observe. This training will include, but need not be limited to, the following:

1.
Dispatch, operating, and post-event procedures.

2.
Writing effective and appropriate reports.

3.
Remaining neutrally and impartially involved in contentious situations without risking the personal safety of themselves or others.

4.
Instruction on and preparation for safely dealing with aggressive, intimidating or other​wise disruptive individuals or crowds.

3.3
The manager will serve as manager for a term of one year. This section shall not be con​strued to  prevent the reapportionment of the manager to additional terms, provided he/she is confirmed by a two-thirds vote of the entire Senate for each term.

3.4 
The manager will also be responsible for presenting the Senate with a written and verbal report regarding and within one (1) week of any event in which Observers note any actions which may be against University regulations or local, state or federal law. Each Observer who has been deployed to, or was otherwise present at, an event shall be required to submit her/his notes to the manager. If a report to the Senate is necessary, the manager shall prepare and present a master report from these notes. To this end, the "ASUC Observer Program" shall be added to the agenda of each meeting following the Student Advocate's report. The manager shall be responsible for keeping copies of all Observers' notes and reports, and at the end of every semester and upon completion of his/her tenure as manager, shall ensure that these documents are transferred to the ASUC archives with access granted only to individuals listed in Article IV, Section 1 of this Title. The Manager shall provide written and verbal reports to ASUC officers without request if any Observer notes any actions which merit a report to the Senate as outlined above. Any officer of the ASUC may request a report be prepared for any event which would otherwise not require a report. If an event does not require a formal report, the manager shall notify the elected officers, within two days of deployment, of the fact that the deployment to the event occurred, and the date, time, place, and cause for the deployment. The manager is responsible for gathering and submitting reports, and elected ASUC officials shall address concerns regarding delays or other reporting prob​lems solely to the manager.

3.5 
The ASUC Observer Program shall exist as separate and autonomous from the Univer​sity's Observer Program. The ASUC, however, shall seek to cooperate with the Univer​sity and its Observer Program, provided the University is willing, by sharing training, operational knowledge and event information and, as much as possible, coordinating observer scheduling and deployment, so that ASUC Observers are present whenever University Observers are.

3.6 
Any elected officer of the ASUC may order the Observers' presence at a campus event by contacting the manager. The manager, with the written support of the Executive Vice President, may refuse an order by an ASUC Officer if, and only if, the order is for an event that falls outside the scope of the Observer Program or if the ASUC Observer pro​gram does not have the resources to provide its services for a given event. Student groups and individuals shall contact an elected officer to sponsor their request for the Observers' presence.

3.7 
The ASUC Observers shall fall under the purview of the ASUC Executive Vice Presi​dent, whose office shall be responsible for funding and allocating space to the program. The ASUC Observers shall be funded by a separate and independent line item in the ASUC budget, and any member of the Association may present funding proposals for the program. To maintain impartiality, the Observer program shall remain completely sepa​rate from and not coordinate, collude, or otherwise involve itself with the Student Advo​cate Office, with the sole exception of the Student Advocate's ability, as an elected offi​cer, to order the deployment of Observers.

ARTICLE IV -- LEGAL CONCERNS

4.1
In reporting events to elected officers of the ASUC, the Observers shall delete all names and any other information  which might disclose the identity of those involved in an observed event.  The Observers shall not make any comments to any member of the press nor shall the Observers discuss their reports outside of their official duties as ASUC Observers. If so requested, the Observers must present a full, uncensored report at an administrative or legal proceeding as well as to any individuals and their representa​tives who are parties to such proceedings.

4.2 
The ASUC Executive President shall ensure that every Observer is supplied with a dis​tinct and uniform ASUC Observer badge. Observers shall wear this badge at all events in which the Observers perform their duties.

4.3 
All ASUC Observers shall sign a waiver prepared by the ASUC's legal counsel releasing the ASUC, the University of California and both these groups' affiliates from liability stemming from any potential injury sustained while acting as an Observer before assuming or performing any of the duties of an ASUC Observer.
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